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After completing 70 units, all students have the option of taking a challenge exam for the English Composition 
requirement. In the Colleges of Letters & Sciences, Agriculture & Environmental Sciences, and Biological 
Sciences students can test out of the entire English Composition requirement; in the College of Engineering, 
students test out of only the upper division course. Administered by the College of Letters and Science, the 
Upper Division Writing Exam is offered once each quarter (excluding summer sessions). The exam does not 
yield credit. Students may take the exam a maximum of two times. 
 
If you decide to take this challenge exam, you should do so as soon as you have accumulated 70 units.  Do not 
wait until your senior year.  If you do not pass, you may make an appointment with a Composition 
Examination Counselor to find out why.  Then, you have the opportunity to take the exam one more time. 
 
WHEN: October 27, February 2, and April 26 
  8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., or 2:30 p.m.  
 
WHERE: 194 Chemistry 
 
SIGN-UP: Register online at http://writingprogram.ucdavis.edu/compexam/ from the Monday  
                         before each exam due until Friday at noon or until the exam slots are filled. 
 
BRING TO EXAM:  Subject A/English Composition Exam form – not a Blue Book 
    Photo ID 
    Pen 
    (No dictionary or other reference materials) 
 
 
RESULTS 
 
You (and the dean of your college) will be notified of the results by e-mail approximately two weeks after the 
examination date. 
 
IMPORTANT: Do not take this exam if you are currently enrolled in a course that satisfies the upper-
division composition requirement for your college, as exam results will not be available until after the final 
add/drop deadline. 
 
For information about the exam and how to prepare for the exam check the University Writing Program website 
(http://writing.ucdavis.edu), contact Sally Gunter (swgunter@ucdavis.edu, 752-
0450), see the UCD General Catalog, or consult your dean’s office.  Students with disabilities must contact the 
Disability Resource Center (752-3184) and Sally Gunter.  We recommend that you arrange accommodations at 
least two weeks in advance of the exam date. 
 


